Snowmass, Colorado

The Colorado Bockies' champagne powder s renowmed, With 3000 incbes of snow Balling an-
nually at Snowmass, plus high-tech, environmentally friendly snowmaking equipment, visimors
knoow they'll have plenty of white stuff to play in on the shpes,

Snrwinass is the second-largest ski resort in the country—36 Disneylands could fir within the
ski-area boundaries. It also hos the highest vertical rise of any U8 2k resort: 4406 feet, higher
than fowr Eiffel Towers, The resort alao aoffers more than 3,000 acres of skiable terrain, 24 chair
lifts, three terrain parks and nearly 100 trails that vary from ultra-easy learning hills to challeng-
ing steeps. Plus, a lift ticket is good ag the thres other Aspen,/Snowmass ski areas; Aspen Moun-
tain, Buttermilk and Aspen Highlands, all linked by free skier shurtles:

Enowmass i in the midst of 2 multi-vear, billion-dollar “renaissance,” bringing additions and
':n:pnl'-'l.n:m-:n!u B 1% ey Blase "r'ilL'l;.g‘n: A to the 2k s, Fear wiaators, this wall mean more 1111:ifr::._~:
for accommodations and dining, plus new chair lifts and trails.
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Accommaodations: While Base Village's 236-rooam Viceroy Snowmass haotel (with Z000-square-
foot spa) is not set to open until winter 200010, overnight visitors can currenthr choose from
convenbent ski-inski-our, multi-bedroom condominioms or vacation home rentals in all price
ranges, The slopeside Silvertree Hotel offers standard muest rooms, as well as one- or two-bed-
PROm suites, Contact Sty Afpen, Snowmiass: wensstayEpoeisen masscom, $85-649-5982,

Lessons: Families rent equipment and check in for ski school at the brand-new Trechouse Ad-
wenttire Center with themed rooms for differen g prope “Mever-pver” aklors are mken on
the “magic carpet” ride {surface conveyor Belt) up Fanny Hill or to the new, mid-mountain Elk
Camp Meadows leaming area, which brings beginners into the high slpine with a dedicated
uiacd chale Preschoolers can tike grap sk lessong in the mornbng and then hang ot afrer
hunch at the Adventure Center's “Bear Den,” with a puppet show theater, napping loft snd age-
||.|'|F.-1'|:|pri.ul:u internctive games. Hull- Ll.a:.'. full-day and weeklong =l and snowboard lesons for
eviery ability and age are offered at Snosvmsss, as well a5 specinlty programs such as women-only
semitnurs ar “bearn to ridi the mils™ camps,

The four top U.S. ski

resorts for grand families
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Dining: Nine on-mountoin restaurants suit esery palote and budget—irom a quick slice at Up for
Pizzn ar elegant table service ot Gaom's (think elk medallions in cranberry port sauce and warm
“chocolate gateau ™). Then there's the new-this-season, 4 million Sneaky’s Tavern at the bise aof
Fanny Hill. And you moy not be able to tear your grandehildren from The Sweet Life, o two-story
L ur micks tor the bast winter exeurcion r miulticenersriona s Pl BT carly shop mincd Fandly diner featuring more thin 250 Ravors of ice cream amnd & 8'mores tabls
where the goods are delivered by train?

¥ CHILOHEY ARE BLESSED with an ultra-active grandmether, On our family vacations, my mother- b %] [ — " Beyond the slopes: tin 4 dogsled ride provided by Krabloonik Hestavrmnt & Kennel, yon'll take
- iy . : . . : . 4 : sever-ever LR ) i e e e R
in-low, Boanie, 2ip-lines with them in Hawail, snorkels beside them in Mexico and hikes behind o I"—"“T"-” turns and rh”"“"ﬁ' hl‘l‘l:llghl: shots I‘i'*”-“-'l.?-h ixpen fields with L L tacular views of the
; p i ' i i ; e g ) | . N iicling peake—all in the capable hi fan experienced muaher The per-person price of
them in national parks out Wese. Wintertime brings spowmobiling and sledding in our Colorado SKIETrS are SGLICING e ML 1T K- GA pRTiE AR TR 3L AL EXPRHENEEN RINRCE T RCCH OIS aice: 0

a ride combined with a gourmet luseh or dinner is hefty—%195 ond up. But vou moy consider the
onge-in-n-lifetime expenience worth the cost?

Aprés-ski fnmily fun @ be found weekday afternoons at the ‘Treehouse Adventore Center,
with scheduled progromming that includes sing-alonps or storvielling at the plaza fireplace, kids
crafts o ¢bns=ic <ki flms,

hackyard; sinee we Hve only 30 minutes from one of the country's family-friendlesy skl resorts, we - :
. " S taken an the
spend plenty of time on the slopes with Grandma,

Indesd, Snowmass, with s whopping 91 trafls, ineredibly varbed errain, and multiple slopeside "_a-l ?"']Ui‘:\_' carpet .

restaurants for warming up with o steaming bow] of chili or mug of hot cocoa, has just about every-
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ter Saturdays there, for many grand Families Snmymass is a premier weeklong vacation destination, the Aspen/Pitkin County Alfport (ASER Other airport options are the Vall-Eagle County Alrfport
It T nry ecelliong <li-gehonol prugrmm, mccommsodations for ol |1L|1||::|._'r-: angd tomng of Fumn for Fomilies (EGE]), 70 miles away, or Denver International Airport (LA, 2240 miles from Snowmass; from
i *; i ' . . r ither of these alrpore: 1 e o ke @ s wled Coborado Mountaim Express alwitthe (o
off the slopes, including dogsled rides, campfire sing-alongs and teen parties at the new Treehouse :51|] t;.ma.-:l] sotellode i L take: a scheduled Colorado Motunta | HeLeS
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Adventure Center, (Nof to mention it so much less pretentions than its neighbor, chic Aspen.)
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MNorthstar-at-lahoe., Calitornia

Crystal Mountain, Michigan

Skiers and smowboarders con choose
among seven different mountain resorts
around Lake Tahoe, in the Sierra Ne-
vacdn mountain range and straddling the
Mevada-California border. But Morth-
star-at-Tahoe is the family friendlies
with = convendent ledging and Fun non-
skiing options: a 9.000-square-foot ice
rnk, recreation center and Vear rewnid
bungee trampoline.

Intermediate-to-ndvanced skiers have
one brand-new and three extended
trails to explore this scason, bringing the
resort s skinble serenge 10 2655 acres
with ®4 trails. The mountain’s vertical
drop has increased from 1,247 to 1,722
feer,

Accommodations: More than 230 on-site
lodging units range from hotel-stvle
accommidations to muli-bedroom
condominiums to lusurious vacaticn
homes. All rentals are serviced by a
complimentary resort shutthe system

amid all resort gueses hovis free access

to the recreation center, with lap pool,
hot tubs (including one desimated for
Famllies), game oo, soun and finess
center. Call 800-go-north or visit wws,
n::rrﬁsr.anrrq.'||:l|:-.|;'mr|.

Lessans: 1f vou're interested in trying
sncawboarding for the first time, North-
star is the place to do it with its Burton
Learri=to=Ride program featuring begin-
ner-specihc equipment amd small class
sizes, Adults and children can choose
from group or private ski or soow-
board (kids start at age 7) lessens for all
nbilities; crogs-country and telemark ski
lessons are offered for growmups, too, A
free 45-minute lesson i offered every
pltermpon except Saturday for 2. and
4-vear-olds and their parents (or grand-
p;:r\-::nlﬂ!]. this progrim = -::Il_*-jiﬁ_'u.l.ﬂ for
adults whe would like hints on teaching
their preschoolers on the slopes and tips
for encouraging a love of the sport,

Brining: O the 13 food and beverage
prptioms at the Village of Northstar, the
st appropriate for grandkids s Hubi-
con Fizzn Company, with its pizzns, pas-
ias and sandwiches, as well a2 Rig Wave
Burrites and Wraps, which also offers
|:I-|:||'.i_';|."r~: il Fries, l:'quﬂlinr_ the Deceme-
her are twi .~i|||1'|'|'i:1!i|.'.1!-ud ApolE @ed reeid
fisr grownups: Baxter’s Bistro & Lounge,
with live jaze music and an expansive
wine list; and The Choeolate Bar, featur-
ing every chocolate deszert item under
thie sun—{ondue, mousss, cheesecake,
tirammisu and warm bmvn cake,

Beyond the slopes: The centerpiece of
the Village, Northstar’s 9,000-square-
fost skating rink, 12 the place for
apres-zki fun. Surrounding the rink are
oatdosor fire pil!.-u, where vow can ponst
marshmalioas and rmake s imores or
warm up with o hot toddy or mulled oi-
der from aie of the nearby restiurnts,
Live music is performed on the rink

stage most weekend alterneons; skase
rentals are 53, and aceess to the rink is
Frozee.

Shopping at the Village at Morthsea
includes pao kid magnets: Ambazzador
Tovs carries educational, crafiy and
just-plain-fun produces that promaote
the understanding of cultures prownd
thie wedrrld: Mline chilideens store has o
Ma Pac-Man game that will entertain
kids while grandparents shop for cute
clothing accessories, games, books and
LoV,

Getting there: Northstar-at-Tahoe is

six miles south of downtown Truckee,
California, 40 miles wear of Remn, Me-
vada, 100 miles cast of Sacramento, and
200 miles east of San Francisco, Shuttbe
service is available from the Reno-Ta-
hoe International Alrport (RNO, about
45 minktes away

Loarm morg: wurse rior s enend fotfaoe, coon,
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Thi Midwest isn't known for its alpine sports; but family-eamned Crystal
Moaingain in Northern Michigin = beloved pmong ares skices and miders for
its laid-back vibe and variety of tereain (26 percent beginner, 47 pepcent in-
termedinte, 27 percent advanced), With no double-hacks, extreme skiers and
riders aren’t entertained here, but nearly every other ability leve] iz

Whille its size can’t compare o the megn resorts out YWest— Crystal has nine
chairhifis on 45 trails with a vertical rise of just 375 feel—this small ki aren
dimes offer night skiing an 27 illuminoted trails, plus a brand-new, comprehen-
51V S

Accommadation: Choose from simple, budpet-friendly hotel rooms, two- to
three-bedroom cottages or large four- o Ave-bedroom townhomes thag 2leep
up o 12—miost within walking distonce of the chairlifts. MountainTop Town-
homes are ski-in/ski-out, and the multi-bedroom Bungalows at Crystal Glen
mre new this season. Check for online lodging options and packages ar
wewiwerystalimeetaincom or call BU-968-T686, ext, 510

Lessons: Camp Todem 18 Crystal's bocation for all kRls" programs, [0S steps
mway o the two-nere Totem Park bearning area, with two Wonder Carpet
surfice liftz—conveyor belts built into the snow that beginne rs stand on as
they're gently transported uphill, Group and private lessons are for skiers
and riders of all skill levels; some themwd private programs inclode mastering
megnils, glalim racing and telemark skiimg.

Dining: Up tootwo kids under 8 eat breakinst froe (per paying oduleh ot the
Wild Tomnto; evenings beiog Mexican, lalian ond “Gringo Fare™ entrees al
the casual eatery, 1t a seasonal menu at the most elegont (yet still appropri-
ate for kkds) Crvsial Mountnin restaumant, the Thistle Pob & Grille, which alsdo
hos a children's memie At both restaurants you con order “peak performonce™
selictions: smoller-portioned memw items ereated with namral imgredients;
Tiendtesd saturstied s and halvneed nuerients

Beyond the slopes: Set to open just aftér Christmas, the Crystal Spaisa

A 000-square-foot expansion of the existng indoar pool and fitness center,
Terelve treatment rooms, spa locker rooms, manicure and pedicure area and
outdoor ot tib will complement the Riness center, which nlso has been
enlarged by 1,800 square feet, While the spa does not offer kids' treatments,
this might be just the spot for a grand to chill put, After a day of cusdoor fun,
a reluxing Swedish massage or more vigorous deep-iisee rrearment B often
the perfect antidote for sore musches.

Otherwise, kids of all ages can go on horse-drawn surrey (carriage) rides
throughout the resort, whirl around on the central ive skating rink. and par-
ticipate in datly activitics at the Mountain Adventure Center, such = bingo,
atory Hime, face paliting, scavenger hurnts, geocaching or gnow dise goll

Getting there: Crystal Mountain is 28 miles southwest of Troverse City and
its Cherry Capital Alrport (TVC); ghotthe transher service from the airport o
the resort is available for o nominal charge. 1t's a half-day's drive from several
major Midwest cities Detroit (230 miles), Chicago (280 miles), Indinnopalis
(370 miles)

Loarm mare: wumiscrystalimus ndain, com,
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oince 1992, TAN has offered
grandparents:
* Onver 200 family-friendly
vacation destinations
An atfordable alernarive
to timeshares
Spacious accommodations
Personalized service

Memories to last a litetime

Call today!
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Smugglers Notch, Vermont

i the heart of Vermsont's Green Mountains, abssat 30 miles from Buelineton, i<
SMLEEETS MOl h {aka “Smwrrs™1. which readers of SKT marnzing consistenily
rank az one of the East Coasts best resorts when i comes to entertaining fomi
lies with stellar service, lodging options and ef-hill actvities

Three mountming, Morse, Muodosmn ond Sterlinge, all mterconmeeted by s ard
trils, keep skier and boarders busy o 78 tsails aod moee e 1000 ae ves of weerain

Accommaodations: Condominium options ot Smugglers” run the gomut from
yvone-bedroom homes nestled in the wosds o wo-level, ive-bedrsom

homies within walking distance of the Village Core and all the resort ac

than. Value-wise, the way to go bs to book o Club Smugglers” Advangage Pack
age. which includ
the FunZone Fan
or call BOD-451-8752

If vour group contains mubtiple families as well as multiple generations. con-
sider customizing a Family Group Paclenge with the help of dedicated group

ot only lodging but also lift tickets, lessons, entrance to
v Entertamment Center and mone. VISTE wisnaL sminges.omm

. [ L - | - | ¥ . -
reservations statl: call BOO-321-0536 or e-mail svacaiiwsiisrinres aarm

Lessons: Your're (almost never oo young to learn at Smgelers Notehs Kids
n et instrection on skis at 1Ee 2 172, O O ST wird at aee 4. The resort's
Snow Sport University offers group and private bessons for all apes, mcluding
all-day eamps for kids that ecombine rwo howrs of morning on-slope instrug

tion, lunch and age-appropriste indoor entertainment in the ahernoon

Sy vlers” Notch puarantees that easch member of the Bmily will learn i

ski or snowhboard or will improve technigue, regardless of abilit

resort will refund the entire lesson portion of that person’s vacation poackage

Dl.‘llllq RS l||i'!||.|||,:i--|'|'i:=|- T L Y CasU | ||_|'|i|||'I |||-_':||'|. L hioiosi
trorm Rign B Niv's for pleen, calzomes and posta dishes, or the comfortabl
Hearth & Cenddle, where the dinner menu includes seafood, lamb and hlet
misnon. Further abeld in the towns of Jefierson, Cambrdee and Essex are still

mpre pheeeriag, as well a5 Mexican, American and Chinese food

El-|'l'|||'.-|'||'.| [15T5] 'i.i:’.lplﬂ [hie Fun@one Fomly Entertminment Center howses g hnnd
ful of gane, infatable bounce houses, slides and obstacle course, plus mini goll
an arcade and ping-pong tables, Teens have their own supervised centers with
Whox and Wi, Internet aeoess, ponl tables, DVDs, music,
events like Nightpiker Vollevball and a Glowbal Dance Farcy,
For more non-=k1ng thrills, fake some SpINs on the outd

papoarn, and specia

Or SEItNE rink
L - fres wnn selth Free hed chineal o | i B fure ac 1l

A up every alternoon with free hid chocolate arowund the Bonbre at 1he
Gazebo, and by n ron 5ir Henry's Hill, Scheduled weekly fam-

LIV EVETLs I I'.!.:I'.ll-lh |:'.|I'.' -il'lI:'I-'-CII.: WITHE, KA II =, and a tore hilisdnt

|51 :_I"':

(RHT} acde dewwn the mountain.
Strap on some skinny skis or snowshoes and explore the 34 kKilometers of
nsg-couenty trails or 24 kilometers of dedicated snowshoe tratls that wind
throwgh pretty torests and wide-open folds
Getting there: Simugglers’ Moteh 15 a 45-minute deive From Barlington e
natkonal Ad [t BTV shuttle servicee is available to the resort Another fun
apeiomy: merive via Aemteak train From otler pointz on the Enst Coast; the neares)

depat 14 Es=ex Junction, Vermont, about 25 miles from the resort
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